
We’ve been having some fun with maths and looking at some typical salaries in 

Penmaenmawr in the 19th / early 20th centuries, compared to the typical cost of living. 
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If you lived in Penmaenmawr in 1840...

This decade is known as the ‘hungry 

forties’. An economic depression was in 

full swing, wages were low, crop failure 

was high and the Corn Laws (nicknamed 

The Bread Tax) were still being ‘enforced’ 

meaning that the price of grain was 

beyond the means of the masses. 

(In some places a loaf of bread was            

9½d, the equivalent of more than a                

day’s wages for many people). 

Employed as a female domestic servant 

you would have earned £6 per annum 

(around £400 today), and if you worked 

five days a week this was the equivalent  

of just under 6 pence (6d) a day (around 

£1.70 today).

As a skilled mason you would have earned 

3 shillings a day (around £9.40 today).
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A teacher earned about £10 a year, 

and John Evans the builder was paid 

£16 for building a new house for the 

Brynmor Estate in Penmaenmawr 

(around £1000 today).

Half a ton of coal would have cost you 

7 shillings (about £22 today).

Two peck (approx 25lbs) 

of early potatoes 

would have cost 

you 3 shillings 

One and a half 

hobets of wheat 

(around 250lbs) 

would have cost 

you £1,11/6 (about £100 today).
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If you lived in Penmaenmawr in 1882…
Employed as a settmaker, you would have 
been paid by the amount of setts you 
produced. John Davies’ pay books reveal 
an average wage of £3 per fortnight (5 to 
6 shillings a day). Settmakers were some 
of the highest paid workers in the quarry, 
and many of them invested a portion of 
their income in property and boarding 
houses at this time.

An advertisement for a joiner to work with 
a cabinet maker in Penmaenmawr, 
advertised  a salary of 4s a day. 

You could rent a 5-bedroom house in 
Penmaenmawr for £20 a year, whilst S H 
Roberts was leasing Cambrian ‘buildings’ 
for £5 a year. 

If you didn’t mind walking over the 
mountain to Tal-y-bont every day, the 
school there  was advertising for a female 
assistant  teacher with a salary of £40 a 
year (just over 3s a day).

An experienced cowman was paid around 
£26 a year and advertisements for head 
housekeepers were offering salaries of 
around £15 a year. 
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The Corn Laws had been repealed   
by now, making grain practically the 
same price as it was 40 years earlier, 
and therefore items like bread were 
more affordable. 147lbs of barley 
would have cost you 12s, and 167 
lbs of wheat for 17s; butter was 1s 
6d per lb; and you could get 7lbs of 
potatoes for sixpence.

But the lot of the ‘more lowly’ servants 
hadn’t changed much in 40 years, and 
female dairymaids and domestics were 
hired at Penmorfa Fair for as low as 
£4.8s per annum. It’s during this period 
we see a huge increase in women living 
and working together in Penmaenmawr, 
pooling their resources and running 
businesses. 
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If you lived in Penmaenmawr in the early 1900s…

It would cost you 3d for admission to the Fairy Glen, and a coach tour through 

Dwygyfylchi and Penmaenmawr from Llandudno would cost you 4 shillings. The 

annual outing for quarrymen to Liverpool cost 4s for an adult and 2s for children.

M H Parry the Bookseller in Clarendon Buildings was holding a book sale in 1903, 

with 300 of the most popular books at 6s and 3s 6d. For female dairymaids and 

servants the price of a book or a coach tour was more than a month’s salary.


